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History and Architectural Styles of
Seminole Heights

. € MdnnZ dldtionhid Qiged tbJ26lA00The city had prospered into a vital port

center supported by the cigar, rail, shipping, tourist, citrus, and phosphdtestries.Most of

¢ YLI Q8 NBaARSyida ftAOSR Ay Ot2a$ LINREAYAGE (2
income, inthe elite suburban communities of Tqra Heights and upper Hyde Pavkith

improved mass transportation and the increasing popularity of the bungalow, many suburban
developments were targeted for the affdability of the middle class.he aaptive style othe

bungalow and its ability to satisfy iRddA Rdzl £ 2 ¢y S NBafd reflécyfrie deadtyy R Yy SSR
and care of individual attention without exorbitant cost made it ideal for rfeddass suburban
communities. These communities were built bgcal contractes and promoted by local

developers who capitalized on the palarity of the bungalow stylelhe design of most

structures is based on the original California Bungalow and influenced by the traditional Florida
Vernacular building types.

Initiating the movenent north of Tampa was th@evelopment of Sulphur Spring3y 1900, the
town of Sulphur Springs began to develop when Dr. John H. Mills purchased a one hundred acre
tract and built a series dfathhousedrom J. H. Krause, a successfublagagon manufaarer
and real estate investoA number of tourist cottages were completed in 198fd a plat for
the Sulphur Springs subdivision was filed in 1903 with the clerk of the Circuit Court in
Hillsborough County Courthous&s Sulphur Springieveloped into gopular recreational area
for tourists and Tampans, the Sulphur Springs Traction Compaailédsa trolley line in 1907.
The line ran north along Central Avenue coctiteg Tampa to Sulphur Sprinds; the summer
of 1910, John L. Youngdilliam C. Gther opened awenty-four guest room hotel for the
season.The area became a popular spot for the annual picnics of vasmeial clubs of Ybor
City. Tampa Electric Company absorbed the trolley line in 1911.

The popularity of Sulphur Spga as a vacatioand recreation spot made the many acres of

land just north of Tampa an idelalcation for new developmentlthough Seminole Heights is

located three miles north of downtown Tampa, the establishment of the trolley line and the

placid and tanquil atmosph&d 5 A Y RdzOSR Yl yeé 2F ¢l YLI Q&4 NBAARS
being developed by T. Roy Youiige availability of the trolley made it possible for many to live

such a distance from the city by providing daily transportation to aochfTay LJ- Q& 06 dza Ay Sa &
district. This trolley route ran from Sulphur Springs south along Nebraska Avenue to Hanlon

Street, west along Hanlon Street to Central Averarg south along Central Avenue through

the Seminole Heights neighborhood to Buffalo Averwdeereit meandered tlough adjacent

communities before reaching downtown Tampa.

Realtoranddeveloper T. Roy Young spurred this suburban growth idI®2 NE Ol a4 Ay 3 ¢ | Y
growth, Young purchased and made plans for surveying and plattengréda called Seminole
Heights.Although Young is credited with being the founder of Seminole Heights, others were



also instrumental in its developmentand progge®2 £ t 2 6 Ay 3 (GKS € SIR 2F | 2d;
Development Company, two other primary companies werelved in this early developmén

the Mutual Development Company, orgasizby Milton and Giddings Mabrgnd Dekle

Investment Company, organized by Lee and JdDadde.

Seminole Heights started to take shape in June of 1911 when the Seminole Development
Company purchased forty acreslahd pst north of Tampa city limit& his tract of land was the
first area to be surveyed and platted and remains the core ofSéminole Heights
neighborhoodlt encompasses Hillsborough Avenue south to Wilder Avenue and from Florida
Avenue east to Ceral AvenueR. F. Bettis, Engineer, svhired to survey the propertyl.ypical

lot sizes averaged 56 ft. to 60 ft. widecah32 ft.deep.Lots along Central Avenue were slightly
larger measuring 61 ft. by 142 ft.

C2ft26Ay3 ¢ wz2e | edppEetonipsly &d theiD€ile Invedeinett f 5
Company retained R. F. Bettis to survey and plat the tracts of land adjacent &z thimole

Heights subdivisiorBlocks are typically divided into 10 lots with the exception of the four

blocks north of Henry Aveie between Branch and Centraenues, which are much largéy.

20-foot setback was drawn to represent a building line.

Suwane Heights subdivision was filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Hillsborough
County in February 1912, lbiye Mutual Develpment CompanyThe subdivision was bounded

on the north by Henry, on the south by Hillsborough, and Florida and Central Avemtles

west and east, respectivelyhe company was organized by G. E. Mabry of MabdyCarlton,
Attorneysat-law. G. F. Altma served as president, G. E. Mabry, secretangl H. W. Johnson,
treasurer.During the year 1912, T. Roy Young functionechasstles ranager for the company

as well.In 1913, the Mabry Realty Company, of which Dale Mabry was general manager, was
listedas the sales agent for tHerty acres of Suwanee HeighBoth the Seminole

Development Company and the Mutual Development @any housed their offices in the
Hampton Building at 711 1/2 Franklin Street.

On May 4, 1912, The Mutual Development Company dibesl in theTampa Daily Timebat
thirty lots had been sold in Suwanee Heights, six houses were under construction, nmgst bei
built on two lots, with one hundred and thirty Iststill available for purchas®/ithin the
restricted subdivision, lots wer® be usedor residential purposes onljNot more than one
house was to be built to a lot; structures were to be orientategtévest and wee not to cost
less than $1,400All property was said tbe sixty feet above sea levdlhe Mutual
Development Campany went on to plat and subdivide the areas east and west of the atigin
Suwanee Heights subdivisioWest Suwanee Heightsiended west from Florida Avenue to
Apacheand East Suwanee Heights extended east frontr@eAvenue to Nebraska Avenue.
Both d these areas remained within the north/south boundaries of Henry and Hillsborough
Avenues.

The Dekle Investment Company waarided circa 1912s a loan and investment firm.
Organizers of this company were Lee Dekle who served as president, J. Robervidbekl
president and treasurer, ahClifton B. Dekle, secretayee and Robert Dekle also held the



office of president, vicpresident and treasurer, respectively, of both the IngrB@kle Lumber
Company and the Dade City Highlands Company.

The Dekle Inestment Company was responsible for subdividing and promoting the
development of North Seminole HeightEhis area remains with the Florida Avenue and
Central Avenue west/east boundaries and extends from Hanna Avenue on thetadtienry
Avenue on the auth. According to the original plat map filed November 1212, lot sizes
within this subdivision vary from 49.5 feet to 57e®t wide from the 122.5 feet in length along
Florida Avenue and gradually increasel85 feet along Central Avenu€he four arge blocks
between Branch and CentrAvenue (Seminole Avenue does not continue north of Henry
Avenue) are each dded into aghteen lots orienéd north/south and five lots oriented
east/west facing Central Avenublnlike the Seminole Development Compamyg the Mutual
Development Companyho were constructing homes for sale, Dekle Investment Company
focused primarily on sellqproperty and providing funds with easy terms to thosanting to
build their own homeAccording to advertisements in tieampaDaily TimesT. Roy Young
acted as sales manager for the North Seminole Heights subdivision as well.
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Architectural Significance

Seminole Heights contains a large concentration of intact historic residences designed in the
Bungalow style of architeate and influenced b€ £ 2 NA Rl Q& / NIT@®| SNJ | NOKA (G S
neighborhood is representative of the popularititbe Bungalow style of architecture of many

suburban developments ding the early 1910s and 1920khe influence of Florida Vernacular
architectuee is reflected in the simple frame structure with front porch, little ornamentation,

steep gable roof, rectagular plan, and small brick piers.

The bungalow, with a multitude of designs and floor plans that flooded the market through
various catalogs, wasasily accesslib to builders and architect&tructures in Seminole Heights
appear in a wide variety of degms, and no tw bungalows designed are alikehere are a
number of examples of the Craftsman bungalow, the most ornate of tmglow style, inle
district. Other structures exhibit a variety of architectural details influenced by the $rai
movemen. These details includeuaseof multiple exterior materialgbrick, stucco,
weatherboard, wood shingles, stone); brick columns or piers toppell avitariety of wood and
concrete column styles; multie roof lines (typically gable} OF ¥ $ 101 ¢ 2INy & ANID2 Yy R
stories; multiplelite windows, doors, and transoms; decorative retnuctural elements;
detailed rafter ends; exposed ceiling beanméerior millwork (cabinets, shelving, nibhgs);

and detailed chimneyglements such as these, in part arawhole, are the common thread
that characterizes Seminole Heights.

Originating from India, the bungalow is an advanced adaptation of the eanlyaBzse hut used
by British settlergluring the nineteenth centunjts name comes from the Hindi or Mahratt
Banglameanid a2 F 2 NJ 0 St ZheRkhfcdturdl eharac@nysEwete prémarily
utilitarian. The European inhabitants of these hutade several modifications of the original
Bengal peasant hut by extending thaofline to cover a verandaupported by bamboo or
wooden pillars, adding windows for ventilation and constructing interior partitions.

Utilizing the original ideas and charadstics of the early British bungalows, adaptatsossprang

up throughout EuropePrior to the turn of the tventieth century, three major sodi@hanges

began to take placet KS & { dzo dZND I &K & 20.8IYGly (il 2 bl HyzRE I KSOSY
G/ N FhavYlry dNBRISSYE 21LIJ2aAy3a F2NOSa& G2 NI LARCE
Industrial Revolutionandthe mechanizion of society.These changes, in the minds of the

general public, greatly infenced the period architecturéds these ideas manifested

themselvedn the dwelling, the bungalow, with its lepitchedrooflines encircling porches,

large windows, and usef @atural material®on both the exterior and thénterior, represented

the simple honestfestyle that many were seekingrchitects such as Chat and Henry

Greene of the Greene and Greene architectural firm in San Francisco, popularized the bungalow

by utilizing a variety of designs emphasizing a cohesive transitoméxterior to interior

space.These architectsbrothers were responsible fatotting the San Francisco area with a

variety of bungalow design$he World Columbian Exposition of 1898agty inluenced the

bungalow movementThere, the Japanese digged a variety of techniquesmong the

characteristics borrowed from the Japanes$esigns and integrated into the bungalow are the

extensive display of structural members and theerplay d angles and plane#rchitectural



elements featuring these Japanese style techniques are found in varying degrees in a large
number of bungalow degns.

Responsible for initiating the Craftsman movement in residential design wasuierdiesigner,
Gustav Stickleystickley publishe@he Craftsa monthly magazine and two design books,
Craftsman Homem 1909, andMore Craftsman Homeaa 1912.Stickey sought to bring the
bungalow to a higher level of ornamentation while at the same timé&ingaitaffordable to the
middle classBungalows utilizing multiple textures and materials, binlfurniture and

cabinetry, elaborately detailed windows and depand norstructural elements were

ddzo aSljdzSyidfte GSN¥YSR a/ NXFlhavYly . dzyalt2p6dé

TYPICAL JARESE STYLE TECHNIQUE USED

a4 0KS AyFftdsSyOS 2F DNBSYyS |yR DNBSyYyS |yR

LJ2 LJdzf F NAG& Ay ONXBI &SR Ecariefoie ofithie mbshseugidiityt styles . dzy 3

during the early 190€ and throughou the 1920slts rapid popularity was largely due to the
numerous plan books and catalogs that flooded the building etaakthe turn of the century.
One such publicatiori¥e PAnry Bungalowa catalog of bungalow plans published by the Ye
Planry Building Company, Irrporated, of Los Angeles, California (1908), displays a vast range
of bungalow designs and floptans available for purchaséhe bungalow plan, with its
cottagelike appearance and wide porches, adapted well to tropical anenivant

environments EarlyAmerican designs were most commonly designed by trained architects and

{ @
I.

were built as seasonal homes on the New England coast or permanent residences in California.

As an example of one of the sources available for a number of design variations, tharye Pla
catalog shows a number of variations on designs and floor plans available with the bungalow
theme. Although styles can vary greatly, the use of some materiadsaachitectural elements

are typical and widely suedn example of this is illustrated lmst.
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